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THE TOURIST PARADISE 


l ew places in ilie world have exercised greater 
fascination over the minds of men than has the V'alc 
of Kashmir in the Jammu and Kashmir State of the 
Indian Union, 

A land of vast forests and mcatlows, placid lakes 
and bubbling springs, orchards and paddy fields, 
ringed round by stupendous snow-crowned moun¬ 
tains, it has aptly been described as "an emerald set 
in pearls". In fact, it has been the tlreani of tourists 
ihrougli the ages, d he gieat .Mughuls regarded it as 
"the earthly paradise". Akbar gave it the noble chennr 
tree to enhance its beauty. Jahangir loved it as a 
woman and like a woman he atlored it. And his last 
words, as tiie emperor lay on his death-lDed, ’ivcrc 
Kashtuir and lujihing else". 

The fust 
visit to Kash¬ 
mir is a I wavs 
a memorable 
experi e n c e. 

Whether vou 
travel by land 
<jr by air, 

Lotus blossom^ 
in Manasbal 
Lake 











jYishat Bagh art the Da! Lake 

I he l)CMuty ol the \ alley inakes such a sudden and 
miuiednie nupact on v'uur sensibilities that \'ou arc 
o\'ei is'liehned hv a sense of wonder, I hts soon ^ives 

plait’ (<) a o[ iinniixcd dclii^lit. I lie natuic of 

(lir laiukiapc iliaiigi-s tlic motiiciii \ou cross die Pir 
Paiijal —(he liijifh inmmtain raiii^c wdiicli lies alonc^ 
(lie soiiilieiii liingc ol (he \"alle\. On one side lie 
ihe selhne-brou’ti iiills of [animu, almost aiid in 
I lieir asjieit. hnt as you emerge fiom tlie (unnel ai 
(he lop of (lie l>anihal Pass, wm see. on the other 
side, a vast sired ii of ric h green fields with rivulets 
and (inv rills nieaiitlering through them, in (lie thk- 
tance. .1 narrow grev rihhon, Hanked hv a double row 
ol j>opl.ns. luns out to disappear into (he denser 
conlnsiou ol a [ladh-woik [xniorama. Ibis is the 
iiioiui load (o Srinagar. Ihe poplars weie planted 
i)V' I lie Mnghul emperors, and as thev age and wither 
new ones are planted to lake (heir place. And around 
all this stands the glorious amiihiiheade o| the noith- 










crn Himalayas with their siiow-co\'erc(l jjcaks. It lias 
justly been said that the Kashmir \'allcy is a jcucl 
set in the heart of rocks. In liis famous j>ocm, ImUu 
liookJi, I liomas iVIoore exclaimed through the lips 
of his hero, /Miris, the King of lUicharia : 

n ho has not hcavd of the I'ale of (lash in eve 
With Its roses tlie brightest that earth ever gave, 
Its temples and grottos and fountains as clear 
As the love-lighted eyes that hang o'er their wave! 



i 







THE LAND 


The l.niinm ami Kasliniir Stale is slightly sinallei 
than (jieat Brit.uii. The Valley itself is 12S kni. (80 
miles) long, 82 to -lO km. (20 lo 25 miles) wide and 
langes in altitude between 1,585 and 1,820 m. (5,200 
and (),()00 ft.) al:>ove sea level. 


/ / islo)'y 

y 

Kaslimir has lormed ])ait ol liulia since time 
immemorial. It was included in .Xsoka’.s tai-flung 
empire in the 8rd century U.C’., and came into pionii- 
ncnce tluring tlie reign ol Kanishka as a (entre ol 
Buddhism. It came under the sway ol ilie iMugluds 
in 1587 A.D., and Akbar the (beat paid several visits 
to the \'allcv. I he .Vlughnls disliked the heat and 
dust of the plains and sought reluge in this l)eautiful 
\bdley wheie they laid out several pleasure gardens 
at great ex|)ense. Jahangir gave Shalamar, Achhabal 
and \'eiinag to Kashmir, lie and the empiess N’ur 
|ahan came to Kashmir several times, and all along 
the loute from Delhi to Srinagar serais were built 
and gardens laid out. 

I'lie Valley lias a great deal ior e^ery one. Ihe 
poet and the [laintcr Imd insi)iraiion in every nook 
and corner. The botanist can spend many profitable 
davs studvinir rare spetimeiis, tor K.ishmir abouiuls 
ill a varieiv of flowers and herbs. T he archaeologist 
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will iiml ni.ilcii.il <>l alj>oibin^ in[eic'>t in ilic icuuiiris 
()I temples anil monastciics which siaiul as eviilence 
ol a past civili/alion. I he geologist will (uul an 
answer to some ot liis problems and will soon have 
new proldems that leijune an answer. 'Ihe photo- 





















giaj)ltei u'ill want (o rlick his taincra at every step. 

1 he (t)]lot [or aiul the lo\'er of ai t ’wall he conic 
Ijy an ejnharyas dr J7V//r.vvr w’lien lie fiiuis himself toii- 
lioMtetl w'liit a \’ast aiul at tract i\'e choice oi cai vctl 
w'ood articles, papirr-inachr <lecor,atioiis, silvenvaic 
o( c‘X([uisi(e era 1 tsma Mship, tastclnllv enihroiclered 
shawis, magnificent hand-made carpets, furs, home- 
spun iiveeds and lilankets, semi-precious stonevi, ob- 
l^(s (I (lid and a hundred nther things of bcautv and 

n til it V. 


('Jnnalr 


I he climate of Kashmir 


varies ivith altitude. In 


1 V A ^ 


the \'allcv proper, the summer months, 

August, aie pleasantly crarm and drv. In july and 
Atigust, Srinagar becomes a little \earmer and \nsitois 


in seauh nf moie biacing air move to (.uhnarg 
(2,a91 tn. oi 8,500 it.) and Paiialgam (2,Kif m. or 
7,000 It.). I'he me an temperature at Srinagar in tlie 
montli of August i^ 2().7®(] (SO*^!-'), die highest in 

ilu' yeai. In January and I'ebruars', it goes doirn to 
1.7(35°! ). Ajnil, May and October are ilie best 
montiis for .i sta\ in Srinagar. T he (iulmaig season 
lasts from iMa\ to Octobei, 


I he antuial rainfall in Srinagar seldom exceeds 
fifSb mm. (27 inches). At (.ulmarg it is a little more, 
but nowhere in the Kashmir X'allev is tlic visiioi 
hampered <md inconveniented bv a long and conti¬ 
nuous monsoon season, \’ou mav go to Kashmir in 
spring and watch the snows melting and tlie willows 
turning green, d'lie blossoms will soon be out, and 
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in May and June suawbenics and clieirics will be 
available in abundance. Plums, pears and ajijjles 
follow, and in early auiumn. walnuts and almonds. 
In September and October, the chenar trees turn 
gold and copper, and in November tlie saffron fields 


are covered with mauve flowers. Perhaps autumn is 

in many ways the best season for a visit to Kashmir. 

P>ut whatever be the time of the year, you can fnul a 

place where the climate and temperature arc to vour 
liking. 




1] 





I ’illage belle 












JOURNEY TO KASHMIR 

The journey by aii is easy and comfortable. 
From Delhi, wliicli is tlie most convenient starting 
place, it takes just under three liours to reach Si i- 
nagar by a Viscount. The Indian Airlines Corporation 
operates daily services between Delhi and Srinagar 
and between Pathankot and Srinagar. 

1 he air journey is quick and inexpensive, but, if 

one is not pressed for time, it is best to travel by car. 

The road is excellent and tlie route offers much that 

IS interesting and picturcstpie. Peyond Udhampur 

(Of) km. or 'll miles from Jammu), the visitor sees 

a \arieiy of natural scenery ranging from low grassy 

downs and steep jirecipiccs flanking the river Chenab 

to the magnificent zigzag ascent to the Banihai 

I ininel and the equally magnificent descent into the 
V^alley. 

Starting from Delhi one ivould do best to follow 
tlie fnand Trunk Road through Kama], Ambala and 
fAidhiana as far as Jullundur, then turn north and 
take the new road to Patfiankot Mukerian, and 
proceed to Srinagar via Jammu. It is convenient to 
take two days over the journey, making a halt at Kud 
or Batote (for iletails, sec Appendix I). The dis¬ 
tance between Delhi and Pathankot is 481 km. (301 
miles) and that between Pathankot and Srinagar 
•101 km. (249 miles). The road is excellent through- 
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The Da! Lake with house-boats moored along its banks 


out. A citr mas be liirctl at Delhi or a station wa^on 
at Pathankoi to wvhieh place tlicrc is a daily fast train 
service. Buses tun ret^ularlv het\veen Palhankot and 
Srinagar. 

II you arc tiavelling by road, a visit to X'eriiiag, 
which is only 3.2 kin. (2 miles) off the main road, is 
worthwliile. Near Power Munda a sign-post points 
the road to \'crinag where there is a temple and 
good trout Iishing. \'erinag is said to be the source 
of rivet |heluin. 'I he last few kilometres to Srinagar 
take tile visitor through countryside characteristic of 
K ashmir. 

















WHERE TO STAY 


The visitor to Kasliinir, particularly oti his first 
visit, makes Srinagar his destination. This is so be¬ 
cause Srinagai’ is a central place from w^herc excur¬ 
sions and pleasure trips to all parts of the Yallev 


can he planned and carried out. Srinagar is itself a 
picturest|uc place with numerous gardens and lakes 
in its neighbourhood, all of which must he visited. 


.Also, it is a shopjdng centre where Kashmir handi 


crafts of every variety are .available in 
Whether your holiday is long or short, \a)U 
some pait of it in Siinagai. 


abundance. 
^vill spend 


I !otels—Y\\Q\(i are several good hotels, both 
\Wstcrn anti Indian style, which provide excellent 
I a re and every comfoit. 

y 


I louse-boats—A house-boat is in manv wavs a 

* 4 

more convenient and more interesting lodging than 
hotels. Life in a house-boat is very cf)mff)rtable. The 
average house-boat has a living rt)om, a dining-rooiTi 
and two ttr three bedrooms with attached bathrooms. 
I he size ol tlie rooms is not small, for a house-boat 
is between 24 and 38 m. (80 and 125 ft.) long and 
3 to 6 m. (10 tf) 20 It.) ^vitle. Clatering niav cither be 
entrusted to the owner of the hotise-boat or arrang¬ 
ed for indef)endently. I'lie rent of a house-boat ranges 
between Rs. 300 and Rs. 950 jjer month. This includes 
the services of four servants, electricity charges arul 



Duru ino-iooin in a hauu-hnnl 


sf!i‘ )<'nl Soiiu' (>t ilu’ (n Nt (IJ^^ K Ikia’C 

''.iMl(.il\ All lloilvC-bo.iK ;iic I'C'-JIstfl ctl 

ihc louiisi I )(‘[).n niit’in <>1 die [aniimi aiul I\.isliinir 
(i\ri iinu'ttl. 1 lu*\ .iic ij;i ouj)L'il (atcgtjiics :tc- 

((Uiliiig ,nut (luii cliaiges (ixcil .u t oi tliiigl v. 











































































Organized jiariies ol suidenis, if sponsored by a 
reeogni/etl insiilution in India, ran hire house*boals 
ai ctnitessional rates ihroiigli tlic Director ol Tour¬ 
ism, Srinagar. 


Camf)ing~SoniQ visitors [neler to livx* in tents, 
riiese, as also camp furniture, can be hired in Sri¬ 
nagar. At Pahalgam, canijiing is far more enjoyable 
than living under a solid roof. Indeed, until recently, 
there were no hotels and scarcely any houses in 
Pahalgam, and all visitors lived under canvas. How¬ 
ever, several liotels have since been esLabiished. The 
Jammu and Kashmir Government have constructed a 
number ol furnishetl tourist huts at Pahalgam and 

elsewdiere, reservation for w'hich mav be made in 

/ 

advance thiough the Direc tor of Toui ism, Srinagar. 


















Srin(ij>aT photographed from the top of Shankracharya IJili 












SRINAGAR AND ITS ENVIRONS 


There IS so much to see and do in Sriiiaf'^ar, and 
so many places in t!ie neighbourhood ^viiicli must be 
visited, that a whole week may be profitably spent in 
sight-seeing and shopping. 

The best \vay to undcrsiaiul the geography o( 
Srinagar and to ajjpreciate the variety and beauty of 
its laiulscape is to climb up the Sliankracliarya Mill 
and, from a height of 305 m. (1,000 ft.), get a bird’s 
eye view of the town. The iemj>le of Siva at the 
summit of the hill, named after Shankiacharva who 
came to Kashmir to revive Hiiuluism which hail been 
ecli|)sed by Buddhism, was erected on the site of an 
older temple, built about 200 B.C., by Jalauka, a 
son of the Emperor Asoka, The temple was rebuilt 
in the sixth century A.D. Tlic date of the temple 
has been the subject of much controversy, but un¬ 
doubtedly the temple is of ancient standing. It was 
substantially repaired by King Lalitaditya who reign¬ 
ed in the eighth century. The plinth and the low 
wall enclosing the temple date back to this time. The 
rest of the present superstructure is, however, more 
recent. 

Across the Dal Lake, and on the other side of the 
town, stands another temple on a lower hill called 
the Hari Parvat. It is an interesting though some¬ 
what uniraposing structure. 
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One of Srinagar's nine bridges which sfan the river jhelum 


IJclwccn iwx) hills lies ihc ol Srinagar 

llaiikiiig the uvay f/ielmn ;is it sweeps alojig its 
(oiijse in wide, pititncstjiie cni\'es, and fdlitig up the 
space between the river and the Dal Lake. Hie river 


is s[)antied by nine bridges. Of tlicse. Badshah Kadal 
is a modern bridge leading to the shopping centre and 
the busy thoroughfares on the outskirts of the town. 
I he workshops of silversmitlis and wood-carvers arc- 
si tua led between the fourth and fifth biidgcs. 


20 






















riic Mughii] gardens lie beyond the town, skirt¬ 
ing the Dal l^ake f>n three sities. The Dal is a spring- 
led lake and the water is as clear as crystal. The 
surlate, 8 kin. (5 miles) in length and 4 km. (2^^ 
miles) in width, is broken by floating gardens and 
islands. 

A on an island in the Jake, is a lav'fJin- 

ite spot ol the visitors. The restaurant here com¬ 
mands an excellent view of the lake and the citv. 


M otjiimetits 

The Museum on the left bank of the |bellim has 
line specimens of Kashmir art, curios and antitjuitics 
of interest to the tourist. Pari Mahal (the .Abode of 
kairies) is the site of an ancient school of astronomy 
loundetl in 1650 .A.D. fuma Masjid, built in 1404 
•A.l). is the largest mosque in Kashmir. It is situated 
0.8 km. (i mile) from the fourth bridge. Patthar 
Masjid (the Stone .Mos(jue) is a structure of {polished 
stone built on the left bank of the river by Nur 
Jahan, wife ol the Kmperor Jaliangir. It is said that 
misogynists refused to worship in it because it was 
built by a woman. IIazrat~hal is another large mosiiue 
on the edge of the Dal Lake. .A hair rrf Prophet 
Mohammad is kept here. Shah Ilamadan is a rec¬ 
tangular nursijue witli a domed roof. It is built en¬ 
tirely of wood and has beautifully carveil doors and 
windows. Pandrethan, an interesting medieval temple, 
b.l km. (4 miles) from Srinagar, is situated on the 
original site of the city founded by Asoka. 
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Sunset on the Dal Lake 


Mughul Gardeiu 

I he iMughui cnijjerors liMtl a higlily developed 
^e^se of beauty and appreciation of the arts. Wherever 
thev went, iliey built j)alaces, gardens and pleasure 
grounds. Akbar took Kashmir in 1587 , and a 
number of gardens were laid out on sites chosen by 
the cmpcioj himself. I'rained against the background 
of the hills and commanding a fine view of the I)al 
I^ake, the gardens are a feast of colour from spring 
ro autumn. Lying on three sides of the Dal Lake 
^hev ran be visited either bv bus or shikarn. 
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Shah Ilamadan Alosque, Srinagar 

































Chd^fima Sh(i/u (ilic Royal Spring) is tiic smallest 
ol the Mugluil gardens atul is situated tiearest the 
city. It lies at the loot ol a hill 8.8 kin. (5^ miles) 
trom Srinagar. The garden was laid out by Shah 
[ahan at the site of a spring of ice-cold water, famous 
lor its medicinal properties. 


Xis/ifit liagh (Pleasure Garden), S.2 km. (2 miles) 
beyond Chasinna Shahi was laid out by Asaf Khan, 
l)rother ol emjjiess iXur Jahan. On his first visit to 
the garden, lahangir was surprised to find that this 
\yas lar more beautilul than his Shalamar in point ol 
Ijcauty and setting. It is a garden laid out in ten 
terraces against the background of sleep, bare moun¬ 
tains. from tile highest terrace a magnificent view 
ol the l)al Lake can be had. A water channel runs 
down the centre of the garden descending from 
terraie to terrace in a series of cascades. 


Shaldtnar (the .\bode of Lo\'e) lies another 3.2 
km. (2 miles) (rom Xishat I^agh. The garden was 
laid out by Jahangir for his tjueen Nur fahan in 
l6i‘J A.D. In its general layout it resembles Xishat 


Bagh. It h as lour terraces and in the middle stands 
a pavilion of black marble surrounded on all sides 
by fountains. On one side of the garden is a her¬ 
onry. The visitor’s imagination can conjure up pic¬ 
tures ol lovely maidens disj^orting themselves in these 


delectable surroundings for the amusement of the 
Mughul (jiieen. 


Xasitn liagh (the Crarden of the Morning Breeze) 
lies opposite Xishat Bagli on the other side of the 
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Dal Lake—A Jlower vendor 


Kake. Ii is an extensive j)ark (Insely plantetl with 
magnificent chenar trees and was laid out by Akbai 
tlic (»ieat. Situated on an eminence al)ove the lake, 
it catches the ijiee/e after which it is named. Jn earl\ 
summer it is a delightful camping spot. I he view of 

tfie lake and tJie hills beyond is alone worth a \isit 
to Nasim Uagli. 


Ilarwan — It is a \vater 
drinking water to Srinagar 
Trout 1 latchery is nearby. 


reservoir cvhith suj>plies 
city. rite (Government 


•> 


a 















OtJier Places Worth Kasiimir Govern- 

iiiem Arts Kinporium, Ciovcrnincnt Silk Factory, 
C»o\'crnniciU Silk W'cav'ing Factory, Rajbagh, aiul tlie 
(iovcniiiicMii W'ooilcii Mills. 

Transport is available in the form 
of taxis, tongas, ponies anti shikaras. A Tourist Sight¬ 
seeing Service has been startetl for the convenience 
of visitois by the Transport l)ej)artment. Gomfort- 
ablc buses take tourists to all ]>arts of the X'allcy at 
noininai tost. The schctlulc of bus timings can be 
had from the tourist oflicc in Srinagar. 


j\agiit Lake, Srinagar 







SIGHT-SEEING TOURS FROM SRINAGAR 


Kashmir Valley is studded uith beauty spots— 
lakes of crystal-clear water, mountain torrents and 
bubbling springs, meadows and lovely gardens against 
the background of bare mountains. Each one of these 
spots has its own peculiar beauty and to get a feel of 
the valley and the diversity of its attractions, the 
tourist will do well to undertake a number of sight¬ 
seeing tours. Some of these are described here ; 

To Gulmarg 

Gulmarg (Meadow of Flowers) is an excellent 
health resort, 2,591 m. (8,500 ft.) above sea level. It 
is 46 km. (28 miles) from Srinagar and there is an 
excellent motor road for 39 km. (24 miles) up to 
Tangmarg, where garages are available on rent. The 
last 6.4 km. (4 miles) may be covered by pony or 
on foot and, with special j^ermission, by jeep also. 
At the end of the climb the visitor is rewarded with 
a magniheent view of the huge grassy bowl which is 
Gulmarg. Motels and delightfully constructed pine 
huts lie along the sloping walls of this bowl and in 
the centre is a flat plain where golfers practise and 
riders indulge in an occasional gallop. 

Ciulmarg has three golf links which offer all that 
a golfer can ask for. Of walks and picnic places the 
number is countless. \Vherever you go you are among 
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- 1 < hliahni — Alughul garden 

i k’l 11 u I ^in 1 (m lit! i ii^s. A wall; alonp; (iulmaip^'s 
ciMuIai load affords nias^iiifitt’lit vifws of tlic inipos- 
iiig Xan^a Paibat. 

Ahom h IsilomtHics (1 miles) Irom and (ilO rii. 
(d,(M)() It.) aI)o\t’ (fUlmarg is K/ithnnunrg. \\)ii (an 
ualk oi lidf alon^; ilie patli which w’inds thronj^h a 
dclif^htlui pine loit'st. Khilanmar^ lies l)cyt>nd ihc 
11 feline. <ind from iheie a steep pa tit rises to Aphai- 










wat, a ridge 4,420 m. (14,500 ft.) above sea level. On 
the othei side of Apharwat lies the frozen lake sacred 
to the snake-god Ailapator (also known as Alapathar). 
T he lake remains frozen tluring the winter months 
only. Ningal Nallah, only 8 km. (5 miles) from Gul- 
marg, is another delightful place for a picnic. The 
path is almost level and passes through a pine forest, 
keiozepure Nallah provides good trout fishing, and a 
jjiciiic on the banks of this stream makes a pleasant 
day's outing. 

To Paiialgam 

Pahalgam in the picturesque Lidder Valley, 97 
km. (60 miles) east of Srinagar, is known for its ex¬ 
quisite scenery, springs and streams. The tourist bus 
stops cn route at Pampur, Avantipur, Kokarnag, 
Achhabal, Anantnag and Mat tan. 

.Vbout 12.9 km. (8 miles) from Srinagar, on the 
right bank of the Jhelum, is Fampur, the only place 
in India where saffron is grown. The plant comes 


Avantipur 

ruins 



















Guhnarg—A winler scene 

into blfinm in autumn and its manvc-lititcd flower^ 
u'ith ])U!])U’ sianu’iis look most ciubanting <tn moon* 
lit nigh In in Xovcinbcr. 

About li) kin. (10 miles) Irom Pampur is Avnnti- 
juir kno\\-n tor its 0th (eimn\ ruined monuments. 
The remains of two teni[)les are im[)ie.s.sive lor the 
boldness ol tlesign and (arvings. 


















TIic next stop, about 80 km. (50 miles) from 
Srinagar, is Koharnag, a famous health resort ^vith a 
fine spring and an excellent park overlooked by green 
mountains. Accommodation is available in a dak 
bungalow and tourist huts. 

About 61 km. (40 miles) from Srinagar, on the 
route to Kokarnag, is AcJihabal, known for its garden, 
cascades, water channels and a large spring against 
the background of a huge mountain. There is a 
trout hatchery near tlie garden. A dak bungalow 
and tourist huts provide accommodation. 

Anantnag, well-known for its springs, is equally 
famous for its wood carving, embroidery and 
papier-inaciie work. Nagbal, a Hindu shrine has 
sulphur springs, the waters of which are said to pos¬ 
sess medicinal jjrojjcrties. It is 55 kin. (34 miles) 
from Srinagar, 

Mat tan, the next important stop on the route to 
Pahalgam, is sacred to Hindus. It has several springs, 
some of them well-stocked with fisli which are pro- 




















Chandajiwari Glacier on the way to Amarnath Cave 


icctctl. PilgiiiTis iec’cl them with pop-gram ami ^vheat- 
(iour !)alls. 

About I km. (2|^ miles) Irom Maitau, hut not on 
the bus route, are tlie tuins of the noble temj)Ie of 
Mnrtand which is tletlicatctl to the vSun-god. Whih 
its solid walls ami bold outlines it is among the most 
imj)osing ruins in Kaslimir. 


I lie roaal from iMattan to Pahalgain runs along 
the river Liddei whose greenish-blue waters atlord 
some o( tile best trout fishing in the \'alley. 


Being 
Pa halgam 


only 2,1 1 Ill. (7,0n() ft.) abo\e sea le\el, 
makes comparatively ic^\'er deinaiuls on 


one’s eneigy. 


In recent vears sonic good liotels ha\'e 

^ o 
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come up in Pahalgain, but the visitor who lives under 
canvas will get the most out of this health resort. 
Accommodation is also available in Government huts 
and dak bungalows. 

Pahalgam is also the base for treks to the higher 
mountains like Sonasar, Sheshnag, Amarnath Cave, 
Tarsar, Lidderwat and the Kolahoi Glacier which af¬ 
ford views of some of the wildest Himalayan scenery. 
Every August Hindu jjilgrims come to Pahalgam in 
large numbers for a visit to the holy cave of Amar¬ 
nath (5,48G m. or 18,000 ft.), 45 km, (28 miles) away. 
7'he route lies along high mountains and snow 
bridges and goes past the magnificent Sheshnag Lake. 

To Wular Lake and Back. 

This circuit tour covers Paltan, Soporc, ^V^atlab, 
Wular Lake, Bandipur, Manasbal Lake, Khir Bhi- 

Lidder Valley 









IVulnr Lake 


\^’ani and Ganderbal and can be undertaken by car 
or a tourist bus. 

I roni Srinagar to capital of Kashmir in 

ihc reign (tf Sankara \'arinan (883—902 A.l).)—the 
road is flankct! on either side by tall, slender poplars. 
It runs along the river Iheluni for sonic distance be¬ 
fore Soporc is reacived. Sopore is a busy centre of 
trade which oilers a gootl \ iew of the Ningal. From 
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Sopore you skirt the VVular Lake until you reach 
VVailab from where the lake is distinctly seen. 

Enclosed by towering mountains Wular Lake is 
one of the largest sheets of fresh water in Asia. The 
river Jhclum flows in and out of it. Tlic placid waters 
of the lake arc swept by a strong breeze in the after¬ 
noon when boating should be avoided. An artificial 
island built by Kashmir’s famous king, Zain-ul-Abidin, 
on a ruined site rears its head in the lake. In fact, 
many believe that the place where the lake now lies 
was once a great city. It was razed by earthquakes and 
then submerged by floods. In the breeding season 
wild ducks rear their young ones in weeds and 

willows, so that the lake offers good shooting as well 
as risliing. 
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and jeivellfry oj hashrnir 





A few kilometres from lianclipur on the ^\hllar is 
Manasbal Lake, a small but picturesque spot, 29 km. 
(18 miles) from Srinagar. This lake of clear water is 
set like a jewel amidst mountains. Its shores are cover¬ 
ed with lotus flowers in various tints. A tourist hut 
on the lake provides accommodation. 

From Manasbal you go to the forest-girt shrine 
of Kiiir B}ihvani by a murmuring stream. Opposite 
the shrine is a spring where the colour of the water 
varies with the time of the day and the season of the 
year. An annual fair is held here in May-June. 

About 5 km. (3 miles) from Khir Bhiwani is the 
lovely camping site of Ganderbal on the Sind Nallah. 
From Ganderbal, the 21-km. (13-miIe) road to Sri¬ 
nagar goes past apple orchards. On the outskirt of 
Srinagar is Anchar Lake full of marsh and thick 
weed. Here the lotus and lily are plentiful in August 
and wild ducks and snipe in winter. 

To Yusmarg 

Yusmarg is a small meadow set in the heart of 
mountains south-west of Srinagar, at a distance of 47 
km. (29 miles). It is an ideal picnic spot and accom¬ 
modation is available in a rest house. From here you 
can visit Nilnag, a spring with blue water and deep- 
rooted weeds. 

To Sonamarg 

Sojunnarg (Meadow of Gold) is situated 
82 km. (51 miles) to the north-east of Srinagar at 
2,667 m. (8,750 ft.) above sea level and is drained by 




in a Iroui stream 







t!ic river Sindh which rises lioiii ilie glacier of Ilaia- 
niiikh 3.2 km. (2 miles) awa\. It is an extensive 
mea(U)w ami has an ext client (amping grotitui. It 
provides an a|)pi()aeh to the snow-line and to a 
number of nearliy glaciers, famous among them be¬ 
ing the 1 hajwas Glacier. Actomnujdalion at Sona- 
maig is available in tourist huts and re>t houses. 

ro Lolab 

I.oUib is one ol the most beauiilul and easily acces¬ 
sible side-\alle\s of Kashrnii. 1 he valle\ is .ibout 

if 

105 km. (f)5 miles) fiom Srinagar and is connectc'd 

bv a motoiable toad. Seveial forest rest houscN 

/ 

and tourist huts ate available liere for the \isitoi>. 

















SPORT 


Sport of every kind is possible in Kaslimir, for 
its aijreeable clinuite and inanv plavcrroiinds make 
outdoor activities a pleasure. The s[>ortsman can 
make a choice. Tor the hardy and iiurc{)id moun* 
taineer tliere are peaks of every variety. Tlicre are 
huiulrcds of treks (of varying degrees of thrill) 
which the visitor can plan and undertake. Me may 
visit tlie Tidder \killey vvhicli is easy of approach, ck- 
ploie the various ramihcaiions of the Sind \'alley, 
make the ascent to Apharwai above Gulmarg, and 
sec tlic fio/en lake sacred to serpent-god Ailaj>ator, 
a .satellite of .Siva, climb the Mahadev (39G6 m. or 
13,013 ft.) — a feat width can be accomplished in one 
day, make a tri[) to the Kolahoi Glacier or. . . . well, 
he can do vehatever his caj)acity, his taste and the 
time at Ids tlisposal permit him to do. 

Teunis and Golf 

riiere is tennis in Si inatjar and (ddmartr amt 

o o 

the visitor can join the local clubs tts a temporary 
mendjer. The eolf-tourse at (.ulmar<j is considered 
to be one of the best in the worki. There is also a 
golf link at Srinagar. 

/''/.v/nbjg 

The angler t.in sjDeiul many j)ro(iiablc days with 
a line and lod. .\lmost every river, lake, stream anti 
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AV; n Lake—Su rj-nding 


w . 1 1 etc ou i se ()i l\aslimif jjifnidcs Itiin wilii ;niij)lc 
lor {j((upaiifHj, I lu'v alxmiid in inown ami 
iaiiili(nv tiout. AIosi ol ilu* ^nt.'ains are cxceijiioii- 
wa-ll slot kc'd. Ac t lima tistal x'aiictics (d tiout 

# 

attain gtcaicr si/c- and arc more j)lcnlifnl than in 
their oiif^inal I'.uiopean or Amcjican hal>itats, lirouii 
trout predominate in all the betiiitiful streams whicli 
llcjw thicjugh the Valley of Kashmir. r'xpeiieiKed 
anglers, intlnding many with praeiical knowledge of 
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ronditions in otficr toiiiurics, affirm that Kashmii 
has some of the finest broivn trout streams in (he 
iv'orici. During the months of August aiul Septcmlici, 
good inahseer fislilng may be hail at Ningal. Ueti\'een 
So]>oie and the Whdar l ake, fish o\'er 22 kilograms 
(Mt lb.) have been taken by trolling. 

nV//e» Sl)(}r(s 

.Su’innniug anil sutl-riding l)\ means of a tow 
io|>e atiaihed to a motoi-boat is practised by enthu* 
Ni.isis ol waiter sports in tlie Dal and Xagiii lakes. 


Danng from a house-hoal 
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h hilanmar g — Sleigk-nding on !fu' 


»nun 










Big Game 

Spoilsmen desirous of big game sliooting caiinol 
wish for a beller shooting ground than Kaslimii which 
oIFcrs tlic following: 


(a) Wild Goats and Localities 

Markhor (woi kl’s record of Kaj-Nag Range, 
1051 mm. or G5 inches obtain- Astorc 
ed in the Slate) 

Ibex 
riiar 
(ioral 
Serow 

Tibetan C>azellc (Ooe) 

Tibetan Antelope 

(b) Wild Sheep 

Ovis Ammon (Ilotlgson) 

Sharjni (Ovis \'ignei) 

Hharal or Blue Sheep 

(c) l>cer 

llangul or Ivaslimlr Barasingha Kashmir Valley 
Musk deer Kashmir Valley 

(d) Bear, Bantiicr, Suoiv Leopard 

liear, panther and snow leopard arc louiul in the 
forests of Kashmir. Tirst-class registeretl shikaris are 
available on ai>plication to the Game W'arden. Sports¬ 
men can briiif’' their own rifles and ammunition 


Ladakh 
Kishtwar 
Kishtwar 
Kishtwar \'alley 
and Kishtwar 
Soutliern Ladakh 
Cliangc-chen-Mo 

Ladakh 

Ladakh 

Latlakh 
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(ogciliei* wiili valid licciucs. A iiveiue f(ji shotn- 
ing tan lx* oljiaiiu’d lioin die (lame W'ardoii, who 
will glatlly iiinoMi inI<jrmaiion alxnu die kiiul aiul 
location ot game and the ^’looting ec|nijjnieiu 
retjuired. 


S}/ta(l (t(tinr 


Waiodcotk, saiul-grousc 
piicasaiits and diakor are ^v: 


teal, geese, tluck, snipe, 
II distributed all o\'er the 


\'alicy of Kasiiniir. 


Wonderlul shooting can be had 


during the season irom October to March. Ihishmit 
is rejnited to be one ol the liest places in the world 


lor small ganic. 


I'ai 1 Mk(—Boat race 
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Dal Lake—Visitors enjoying swimming 


Imji I hove \\'h() u ant a (juict iioliday aiul ate in 
seattli (>t a jtlacc anti oppoituiiity to relax, Kasliiiiii 
oHcis c\ ei y facility atitl attiactioti. T lie jjrassv downs 

i 1. * O * / 

t)i (>iilniatg, a tjiiic’t nook near a stieain in Pahalgain 
or a sednded tornct in any of the fanions Miiginil 
gardens in the vicinity of Srinagar is an appiopi iate 
spot for relaxing. Merc yon may He and give yourself 


up to c.thn deliberation, or if the efiort involved in 
deliberation is too strenuous you may just lie. A day 
spent in the shikava is like a taste of what heaven 
ought to be. Its gentle and rhythmic progress o\'er 
the wateis of Dal laike induces a feeling of sensuous 
ease which is vastly superior to what a ride in a 
















SkitTig 17 } (wulmarg 

VeiKtiaii gontiola gives (me, if only because tlie 

“ih/hiUd ii)o\e*s in sui iouiulnjg.s more e\(ensi\c and 

inoie f}eautiful tfian the (anaJs of W*ni(e. And as 

foi what a honeymooning eon pie can find in Kashmii, 

let us once again (jmne liom l lKmias Mr,o(e: 

Oh! bf‘st of dr light a as it 

, t’v’i-ywhrrr t\ 

I o be near the lov’d one — what 

. fi rapture is his 

irho tn moonlight and music thus 

, , . siveetly max glide 

O er the l.ahe of dashrnere, with 

that One by his side! 
If woman can make the wot si 

ri ■ I I . wilderness dear, 

! funk, think what a Ileavn she 

must make of Cashmere. 
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SHOPPING 


Sliopping is one of the main delights of a Iioliday 
in Kaslimin Its handicrafts, particularly the shawls, 


li<i\c ah;ays been prized in the West. I he Kashmir 
craftsman lives in an environment of matchless 


beauty, and his response to it finds expression in the 
exquisite articles that he creates. Anything that lie 
touches with his deft fingers, whicli represent the 
accumulated skill of generations, he turns into articles 


of great beauty. 


Shawls, carpets, carvetl-^v^ood pieces, papier-mache 
tirticles and silv'eiware are among tlie numerous 
handiciafts which Kashmir has to offer, TThey are 
made by craftsmen in thousands of hamlets spread all 
over the V'^alley. These souvenirs are bargains for the 
price they are offered. In buying them, you pay for 










Dal Lake—A carpet vendor 










tlic material anti only a nominal price for the 
extjiiisile skill anti the infinite patience which the 
t:raftsmcn lavish on their creations. 

Fiist anti ftjrcmost, Kashmir is known for its 
shawls. They are neetlleworketl with a variety of 
designs. The prices vary consitlcrably with the cjuality 
of the wool anti workmanship. 

I lie best in embroitlered woollens is rcprescntetl 
by ladies’ long coats, capes, gowns, waistcoats and 
scai\es. I here is a large choice of embroidered silk 
pieces, such as, bed covers, tlinner sets, tray cloth, 
pillow cases and silk saris. The designs — flowers 
<intl lea\'es, entwinetl roses and narcissuses, poppies 
anti tulips — arc conspicuous for their vivid colours 
anti meticulous craftsmanship. 

The pile carjiets of Kashmir show unmistakable 
I eisian anti Central .Asian influence in design anti 
motifs. It is, however, in riamdahs — rough felt rugs 
with wool embroitlery — that the talent of the 
Kashmir craftsman for imaginative tlesigns and bright 
ct)lt>urs finds full scope. 


\\"ood-carving is a speciality of Kashmir. The 
walnut tree, is jDlentifuI in the V^dley anti it yields 
timber ^vhich is tlurable anti leiitls itself to carving 
anti polishing. Wood carving is, therefore, an ancient 
cralt. I he witle range of carvetl articles inchule Iamj>- 
staiuls, cigar boxes, book entls, trays anti thawing 
rt)om tables. 


Kashmir’s papier-mache articles arc known for 
their tlesigns. I'hese inchule birtls, cheuar leaf, the 
Persian rtise, almontl and cherry blossoms, the tulip 



nam (Iah receiiiitg Jinishni g touches 

•"Hi (In- In.td'nrh. 1 he <ol<>urs used lin ..,c 

"losiK made lioin s(<mk- and indicials, and iiic\ ncvci 
I'hIc. 1 he dcsij^iis are cxcditcd wiih niimUdifss ol 
dct.il! and dcli<a<\ ,)| jfiudi. Ainonc^- the jmpiry. 
niadto aitulcs .tie jjowdci ]>oxes, liaii^lc boxes, faiic\ 

jcuellei) boxes, ianip stands, llowei \ases and wall 
i>hi(jues. 



















Only slightly less celebrated than shawls and 


p(t lnt’y-ttKu he articles are the silverware ol Kashmir, 
both plain and engiaved. The white sheen peculiar 
t<> Kashniii sii\’eiwaic is obtained by special iirocess* 
ing. Designs <il chciiur and palm leaves, the lotus 
and l)inls engraved on the articles are botli neat and 


dc‘Ii( ate. 


1 he shawl paltcrn' ol chasing intciiacing 


loilage is a speciality of Kashmir silver engravers, 
I his design is also executed in filigree work. 


I he \oungest among Kashmir handicrafts is 
willow pioducts, linglish ^villocv grows abundantly in 


.1 craft<iman and his creations 
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tlie Valley and a wide range of products — baskets, 
boxes, easy chairs, garden chairs — are made from 
iliis. They are light, strong and durable. 

Tlie handicrafts are offered at fixed [)rices by 
the Kaslimir Government emporia at Srinagar and at 
other principal cities of India. Tlicy can also be 
pui chased at Srinagar in the Central Government 
inaiket, and from reputed shopkeepers at reasonable 
prices. 















NOTES FOR VISITORS 


lirgistration - Fourisls .should thcMnsclves 

legistcrccl by filling ihc i>ics(iibcd fonn at Lakhan- 

pui, if iia\elling by roatl, aiul at Srinagar airport, if 
travelling liy air. 

Arms — Vhsitois taking arms ami animtniition into 

ihc State must be in possession of a valid lireiuc issued 

a comjjctcnt authority in India, normally the I)is- 

"irt Magistrate of the district where the visitor 
resides. 

Tourist Rrccfytiou Crutre ~ I'he Jammu and 
Kaslimir Government I ourist Recejition Centre 
accommodates tiie ciffues o( the Director of 'Fourism, 
tlic Director of Fisheries, and the Indian 
Airlines Corporation. Ihc booking offices of 
tlic Tourist Hus Service, Local Sight-seeing lius Sei- 
vice, House-boat Owners’ Association, Hotc-I Associa¬ 
tion as well as a post office are also located in the 
f^Amtrc. 


I he Reception Centre- has 
It tiling rcionis wiic-re tcjurists in 
21 hours. 


a rc'staurant 
transit can 


and 

stav for 


ilousr-houts — I oulists are advised to engage a 
litensed Itousc-boat and c-ntei the terms and condi¬ 
tions of the engagement in the form piovided. d'he 
Sfhedule of ratc-s can be obtained from the Directo- 























rale ul TouriM,,. |a„„n„ ami Kasl.iiiir ... 

'Srinagar. 

SlioDliiif’ anil l-ishinfi - liiloniiaii,,,, regaliliiii. 
pmn.is U,r .hooiing ami l.sliing Sm,e shmil.l 

l>c- olmuneci Horn ,l,c Clame Wanlen ami tlie Dfiecor 

»l l•.,l,el,es, Jaimm. ami Kashmir (Imenmiem. 

inagai', Jc^pcct iv'elv. 

til (jouili — JSeloie making a imiehase ilie 
visitor shm.1,1 compare p.ices ami goods. He should 

a. well empihe ai the Kashmir .Arts Emporium and 
ine tacntial Market. 

Ilawlu;, - lomisis are advised lo deal onh 

will licensed hawkers who are in possession ol 

xlemiis cards issued hv ihe Direrior, l ourisi Deparr 
Sri I j agar . 

Sn-vanu - .Make sure iliai the ajiplicaiii holds 
a legislraiion li.kei issued hy ihe Direcior, rourisi 
kJcpartincm, Si inagai. 

Slulwras, I’oiiir,, Coohrs, rii. - A primed tarill 
K'ving ileiails Id s/n 7 m,v, pony hire and coolie 
‘•'■‘Iges 111 Srinagai, Cmhiiarg and I'ahalgam is 

s’." Iron, .he rom is, Kecep.ion Cen.re, 

he .'‘Tlr wl.ednle will 

■■'ai a de on apphca.ion Irom the l oi.risl Rece.i- 
'">11 f.enire, .Srinagar. ' 





A fntplar avenue 













THE JOURNEY BY ROAD 


Tile only laiui loine lo KasInniT hcgins ac 

Pathankoi, llie leiminnsol the Northern Railway. The 

tlistaiice fioin Pathankot to .Srinagar is -101 km. (2-19 

mtles). The towns of |ainnui, Uilhain|,in, Kiul, 

Batote. Ratnban, Uanihal, Qarigtind and .\vantinui 
lie en route. 

Pathankot \s a spiawlinj; little tou'ii with a bazaar 
but no coinlonable holds. I he lailway siatio,, pro¬ 
vides a couple of rooms a ml a rest an ram wJiere \ege- 
tarian and non-vctreiai iari food is served to railway 
passengers. I'he (.o\ernmciu of jaminu and Kashmir 
maintains a 'rourist bureau at Patliankot. I'he 
Tourist Officer inchaige rendcis assistance to Knirists, 

airangcs foi transport and gives infr>nnation about 
^ight-seeing. 

Ja/fi?nu — Ibis city of teinpies is 108 km. (07 
miles) from Patliankot and is situated at 305 ni. 
(1.000 ft.) above sea level. It lias a post office, a 
telegiaph office, a hospital, and a Ciovernment dak 
bungalow com]nising 50 rooms, besides a number of 
hotels. A branch of the I'ourist Department iunc¬ 
tions in the dak bungalow. 

(JiUuunpur is at a distance oi 08 km. (12 tnilcs) 
hoin laininu and 710 rn. (2,5-18 ft.) above sea level 
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Shankracfiarya Temple—The highest point in Srinagar 


This h a large town with a bazaar, a post office, a 
iclcgraph office, a (lis}icnsary and a (iovcrniiieiu dak 
bungalow witli G bedrooms. The dak bungalow also 
undertakes catering arrangements tor tourists. 

Kiid — 3‘J km. (2-1 miles) from Udhampur, this 
town is situated at a height of 1,737 m. (5,700 ft.) 
above sea level. It has a dak bungalow, a post office, 
a telegraph office and a dispensary. It is a summer 
resort and has a lovely spring. 
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lUitotc is M) km. (12 miles) from Kiid .nui 

m. it.) aI)o\c sea Jc\'el. it is a licaltli 

I’csori aiul has a (iak hiiii^i^alow w'illi a (lormitor\. 
liicic is also a jjost ofii(c, a iclct»Ta[)li oflit c aiu! a 
tlis|>cnsai y. At this point a toad hraiuhes (jft alon”- 
si<lt the river Cdicnah to Idiadaruali anti Kisittwar." 

Rainban is 27 kni. (17 miles) from ihitoie and 
ns aliiindc is (kSG m. {2,2a() ft). It has a dak bunga¬ 
low, a post office, eie. 

Haul/,a! is 37 km. (23 miles) from Ram[)an. Its 
lH*ighi is I,7!f2 in. (a.SSn ft), h has a post offue. a 
Ude.^rapli offue, a dak bungalow and a dormiiors. 
krom I his point the road ascends dfrenlv to 
Ha niha I . In December lhah, a lo^v lev'el tunnel named 
fawahar I unnel' was in.iu^urated. I bis has eiisin- 

C/iar Chenar—An island mnidst the Dal Lake 








ed road traffic to the Kashmir Valley throughout the 
year. 

Upper Munda is 47 km. (29 miles) from Banihal 
and is 2,202 m. (7,224 ft.) above sea level. It has a 
dak bungalow with 3 bedrooms. Five miles from 
here, a road branches off to Verinas. 

Qazigund is a small town with a dak bungalow, 
a post office, and a telegraph ofFicc. It is 16 km. 
(10 miles) from Upper Munda. Nineteen km, (12 
miles) farther lies Khanabal which is situated at 
1,596 rn. (5,236 ft.). From here, roads lead to 
Anantnag. Pahalgam, Achhabai and Kokarnag. 
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!^(ikf SiiikuTds (} (I ii'(ji(*f -loff{ 


.h'aut^fjur is km. (M miles) Inun KhmMlM) 

■ is 1,59.^^ m. (",.L>2^ ft.) ;uh! it has a post 

‘>liK('. I ht* town was thr (apiial of famous kiti^ 
Avaritivatmati who built tw., temples liei( 
Kuiiis f»f the temples still lie aloie^ ihe road. 

I he fust 10 : kill. ff')7 miles) Imm raihaiikoi o 
I<mmm ate < om|f)i taltle di ivini' alon^ a straight asp 
Ill'll toad. I'atthei on lies tli< I>anih.d Can ICnd 
l'<*fndati\ known as tlie fammu-.Si inai^.o Road, thi^ 
winds ihtouj^h the most fJKtmesptie (ounit\ 
‘‘xlc. Loth for its .scenic seMtin^ and engineering skill, 
'he road is fonsideierl to he the finest hnili on pic 









hills anywhere in India. Petrol pumps are available 
at almost all important stages such as Pathankot, 
Lakhanpui', Ramban, Jammu, Udhampur, Hatoie, 
and Khanabal. 


I*rom Pathankot there are direct dailv 

J 

vices to Srinagar. I’hc Jammu and Kashiiiir 
ment l'rans[)oit Department has provided 


bus ser- 
Govern- 


an ade- 


(juate number of buses and station wagons which ply 
on this route. I'he entire journey from Pathankot 

to Srinagar is accomplished in 1 day during the 
tourist season. 

I () reserve seats in buses or station wagons, 
\'isitors shoukl ^vrite to the Manager, Jammu and 
Kashmir Government Transport, Pathankot. Such 
retjuesis should be made at least one week in advance 
ol the exact date ol arrival at Pathankot. I'he nature 
of transport desired and the exact date of arrival 
should also be communicated and 15 per cent fare 
remittetl in advance. 
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APPENDIX II 


HINTS FOR CLOTHING 


Maich, April and iMay aic months in 

Kashmir, but the \al]cy often gets u'indv and 
told. A thiek shirt, an undcrshiit, a sweater and 
<t light woollen suit should answer the tourist’s 
needs most of the time. Visitors going to hill 
Nations sueli as Coilmarg and Pahalgam must, 
however, cany an oveicoat and a Iieavv woollen 
suit. An umljielia and a laineoat wdl also come in 
handy as there are oeeasional rains during tJie months 
ol .March and April. Tlie latter part of this season 
is an ideal time to visit Kashmir. 


June, July and /L/gn.s7 arc the summer months. 
Colton or silk suits arc most suiial)]c. Sometimes, 
light w'oollen suits are not intolerable. Slightiv 

heavier clothing is leijuired lor (.ulinaig and 
Pahalgam. 


September^ October and Xovnnber are pleasant 

^s'ltli a certainty of clear days and more nip 

in the air. Mornings and evenings are (juitc 

roid. light warm suit towards the beginning of the 

season and a heavy woollen suit Knvards the end are 

arletjuatc. In the hill stations the lemjjerature is 

rnuch lower than in Srinagar and heavier clothing 
is necessary. 
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December, janjiary and February arc cold. 
|aiuiai\ and I cbiiiarv arc ecncrallv froslv. l-suallv. 
(lie season's first snowdall occurs in the last week, of 
Dcccinbci. \ heavy ^^'oollcn suit and an overcoat 
are retjuiicd. In (iuiniarg and Pahalgain a woollen 
uudersliiri. a thick sirirt, a woollen jersey, a heavy 
woollen suit, a heavy overcoat and a blanket arc 

ncccssarv. 

/ 



Picnic in a Mughul garden 










APPKXniX III 


cenkr al in I orma ri()\ 


Air Sfrx'kis 

TIumo <ik‘ (lail\ air Ncrviccs Ix’iw't'oi and 

Srinagar louching Aniriisai, Chandigarh and jannnu 
on the \\d\\ and heiwenn Palhankot and Siinagir 
opciatcd by ihc Indian Airlines (^ot jjoi aiion. Din ing 
die busy tourist scasr)n a non-stlicdnie direct seivice 
:dso operates Iroin Dcliii to Srinagar. 


R A11 \vA \ S i:r I c F.S 

Daily rail services opetaie diiect lioin I>oniija\. 
C>alcuiia and Dellii loi- Palhankot. ilie lail-he.id foi 
Kaslnnir \ alley. iV fleet ol (ondoitabh' nioioi- 
eoaches, opeialed l)y the Jannnu aiul Kashmir (hav- 
ci nmem and the XortlicM ii Railway Out .Vfmiu v mtei 
these iiaiiis at P«athank(jt (or the toad |oiirnev ol 
PM km. (219 miles) to Srinagar. Station Wagons 
(H seatei) are also availai)le. 


Road C '.os n i. rrr i on s 

Distances from major eiiics in India to Si inagar 
(via Delhi and Aiukeiian) Ijy road are as follows: 

Dellii tej Srinagar HSl km. ("ei9 miles; 
liombay to Siinagai 2,295 km. (1,129 miles) 
(kilciitia to Sj inagar 2,377 km. (1,-177 miles) 
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iMatlias lo Srinagar 3,351 kin. (2,082 niiies) 
Jaipur to Srinagar I,1S9 km. (739 miles) 
I.utknow to Srinagar 1,391 km. (SfiO miles) 
Patna to Srinagar 1,901 km. (1,181 miles) 

The (.Ictaiietl break-up ot the distanct's Irom 
Delhi to Srinagar is given below: 

Dellii to Ambala 193 km. (120 miles) 

Ambala to JnlUuKliir 169 km. (105 miles) 
lullnndni to Pailiankot (via .Mnkerian) Ilti km. 

(72 miles) 

Paihankot to Jammu 108 km. (67 miles) 

Jammu to Srinagar 293 km. (182 miles) 

Dak lit nc;a l ows Pnkol if. 

Iheie are dak (travellers’) bungalows at Jammu, 
Utlliampui, Kud, Uatoie, Ramban, lianilial, Oa/.i- 
gund and Klianabal efiroute irorn Pathankot to 
Srinagar where tourists can bieak journey and ortler 
meals. 

Large dormilories are also available at Kiul, 
Ratotc and lianihal where large parlies ol tourists 
are accommodated on payment (j 1 nominal rent of 
50 nP. jjcr head j>er tlay. Arrangements lor footl can 
be made with the tiak bungalotv or local hotels. 
Accommodatitjn in the tlak bungalows and dormi¬ 
tories can be resci ved through the Diiector oi 7'our- 
ism, GovernmcMi of J.unniu .nul Kasli.nir, Srinagar. 

PjIROI. PtMl'S LnkoIIL 

Patliankfit, Lakhan]jur, Samba, jammu, Udham- 

pm, liatotc, Ramban, lianihal, Khaiiabal and 
Srinagar. 





Local Transport 


T axis, slation ^^■ago^s, tongas and shikaias are 
available at prescribed rates which may be obtained 
fiom the Tourist Reception Centre at Srinagar. 

besides the city bus service, the Kashmir Govern¬ 
ment Transport Department runs a regular tourist 
sight-seeing bus service to most of the tourist resorts 
in kashmir Valley. Information about the timings 
and lares of these services may be obtainetl from the 
1 ourist Reception Centre. 


Accommodation 

IVestern-style Hotels : Oberoi’s, Nedou’s, Park 
and Boulevard. 

The rates range from Rs. M.OO io Rs. 45.00 per 
day for single rooms and Rs. 24.00 to Rs. 95.00 per 

day foi double rooms. I hese rates are inclusive of 
board and lodging. 

Indian-style Hotels: Nehru Guest I louse. Pa¬ 
lace, Mazda Government Hotel, Ncav Palace, 
Grand, Bombay Gujerat, Shri Surti Vege- 



House, Park, Majestic, Capitol, Punjab, Khalsa, 
Ahdoo, ^^etropole, Odeon, Kashmir Tourist, Royal, 
Hollywood, Orion, Kashmir \ alley, WA^st End, Kash¬ 
mir Guest House, Eirdous, Bharat Hindu, Kashmir 
Hindu, Kapur. 

The rates range from Rs. 8.00 to Rs. 12.50 per 


day for a single room aiul Rs. 15.00 to Rs. 23.00 per 
day for a double loom. Rates aie iiulusive of board 
and lodging. Rates for lodging otils range from 
Rs. --do to Rs. 5.00 pel da\ lor a single rotjin and 
Rs. 3.00 to Rs. 10.00 per dav lor a double room. 

House-boats: Four types of house-boats are 
available in St inagar-‘‘.Special’’ Class. “A ’ Class, 

R (Jass and “C” Class. Only the ‘Spetial" Class 
iiouse-boats and some "A” cla.ss house-boats have 
sanitary fittings and running hoi and cold water. 
The chaiges aie eitlier for lodging only or on an 
all-inclusive basis, that is board and lodging. TTie 
rent ranges fiom Rs. 15 per day and Rs. 300 per 
month to Rs. ‘18 per day and Rs. 950 per month. 

I hese rates include the serv ices ol 1 servants, 
lighting ciiarges and site rent. Childicn up n, ]() 

yeius ol tige are ciitnged hall the normal rates both 
loi board and lodging. '‘Special" and “A" Class 
hr>usc-lKjins 

1 


i’unhet j)aiii(nlais may be obt.ained Ironi the 
Directorate ol Fourism, jattmiu and Kashmir Govern- 
nir-m, Siinagai, or fiom the |amimi and Kashmir 
(h)vetnment Fourist (Offices. 
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Tourist JnJor~ 
malioTi Centre 
The Lounge 


Gulmarg 

IVestern-style Hotels-, Neclou’s, Golf, and Park. 

Rates range from Rs. 15 to Rs. 26 per day for a 
single room and Rs. 24 to Rs. 46 per day for a double 
room. The rates are inclusive of board and lodging. 

indian-style Hotels-. Khalsa, Tourist, Snow 
V'iew, Gulmarg. 

The rates range from Rs. 5 to Rs. 12 ])cr day 
for a single room aiul Rs. 20 to Rs. 28 per day for 
a tlouble room. The rates arc inclusive of board 
and lodging. 
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(tovcrui/icfit I'oiiiisl }!ut\\ Rcius j’aiigc Iroiii 
1\>. (jo i() Rs. 150 lor 7 t!a\^ or less, Rs. I(j0 lo Rs. *100 
lor 10 ({) !'iU (lavs and Rs. -100 Kj Rs. 1,000 loi ilie 
season. Only lodging is j)rovided. 

Pah AixiAM 

Hotels: (lovernnient Dak liungalow, Neu’ W’a/ir, 
Pine X'iew, IMa/a, Pahalg<nn, Kashmir Khalsa and 
Regal. 

rile rales range Irom Rs. 12 [o Rs. 15 per day 
l(jr a single room and Rs. 22 to Rs. 28 per da\ loi 
a doulile room. I liese are iruliisive of hoard and 
huDimj. 

(fovcrninciit Tourist Huts aud feu Is: Newlv- 

* 

(onsiriKicd and lurnished Oovernment huls arc let 
oui at Rs. 15.00 pt'r dav, Rs. -100 per monili and 
Rs. 1,200 lor lire season. I he ratt* is for lodging onlv 
and lourists have to make their own arrangements for 
food. Reservation (an l)e made in advantc ihroinih 
ilie I)ire(tor of ronrism, |annnu and Kasiimir (io\- 
{‘rnineni. Si inagar, l)\ writing lo Irim ai least 2 weeks 
in ad\'ance and remitting 50 pci rent of the rent. 

R FCRl A 1 lO.N’ 

(a) (ihihs: 'remporaiy mendjership open to all 

1. Si inagar Olid), Srinagar. 

2. ,\marsingh Olnh, Si inagar. 

.N'agin Olnh, Srinagar. 

■1. Oovernment Ohib, 1‘ahalgani, 

5. (>o\’ernment Oluh, Oidmaig. 

(j. Of)\crnment (ioll Olid), (.nlmaig. 


(1)) C'jolf: C^nlf cduises at Srinagar anti Ciuiinarg 

(t) Siuitfnnl?ig: Dal Lake and Xagin Lake, 
Sritiagar. 

(d) Citicma Houses-. Regal Talkies, Srinagar, 
shows Indian and Western films. Palladium 
Talkies, Srinagar, shows Intiian anti AVestern 
films. Amarisii I'alkies, Srinagar, shows only 
Intiian films. 


Pi Ata:s Of IiVTtRi si 


(a) Museums: (iovermnent Museum, Lai .Maiuli 
Ilagli, Srinagar. 

(1>) Pur/is (in Snuugur): Xehrii, (.agrihal, Pratap, 
(»antlhi, Lai Alandi, AIunicij>al Park, L'sman 
/anana and Xcw' Kasliinir. 


Chased silier-ware 

























(c) /.akcM D^J. Anchar, llokai^ai, Mansabal, 
^\lllal, Oanu[abaI, Scsinaiiiiiat^, X'lsliiinbar. 
Ki isliua.sai, Afai sar, Konsamag. I'arsai. 
Suiainsar, Afjharwai, riiliaii, Alansai. 

(tl) Sf)nNo:s: Cliasinna Siiahi. Arljhafja!, Kokai- 
nag, \'erinag. 

(c) Gardens: Chashnia Shalii, Nishat lia^h, 

■Shalitnar Hagh, Xasiin Hagh, Arhlial>al 
liagh. 

(() Health Resorts: Giilmaig, Pahalgani, Srma- 

111. iig, Cf.'hkIci ba], Kokai nag, Vusiiiarg, 

\ crinag, Pan/gani, ChaiHligaiii (bolal)), 
Aiiarbab 


(g) Ancie)}t Montnnents: Pari Afahal, Pan- 
(Irelhaii, Avaiiiipm, liliauni/ii, AlartaiKl, 
l^aiLaii, SIkkI ipur, 1 oiiib ol Siiliaii /ain-ul- 
abidin’s A'I{)tliei, Ilariparbat Poit, Shaiikaia- 
(haiya rcinplc, Ila/iaibal Shrine, Kiiaii- 
<jali-i-AIoaH.t, Khaii<]aIi*i'I)astgii, |uiiiiiia 

M as) 1(1, Shalli AIas]itl, \'\ aiigiit, 

fh) r rehking: 


I. 

9 


.). 



P.'tlialgam-Ai u-1 a'dtlciavai-Knlahoi ( Ma¬ 
li cr', {yt'Z kni. or 20 Inile^). 

Pahalgani - Ciliaiidanw’ari - Sheshnao - 

O 

\\a\ jaii-P.'iii(.h[.irni and Ainaniaih Cai\'t’s 
(la kin. or 2S niilcs). 

Sonamarg lo 'Pliaju'as (Mat itr Ckb km. 
or 2.| niilcs). 

C iuiniarg-Khijainn.'ug-AIapai liar 
km. or 8 miles). 


( 12.0 




5. 

Shupian-Aharbal 1- i <U-Konsarnag (31 


km. or 19 miles). 


r>. 

Vusmarg to Nilnag. 


/ . 

Sonamarg to X’ishnusar and 1 

xrishnasai 


(108 km. or 07 miles). 


8 . 

Pahalgam to Sonamarg 



Glaciers {in Valley only): Kolahoi, Trata- 
kuti, Urahmaskcel and Thajwas 


Miscellaneous 

Guide Service: Tourist guides are available 
from tile Dirccioralc of Tourism, Jammu 
and Kashmir Government, Srinagar. 

Industries and Art Centres: 

I . Kashmir Government Silk Weaving k'ac* 
lories. 

2. Kashmir Government Emporium Pro¬ 
duction Centres. 

3. Kashmir Carpet Factory. 

4. Government W'oollen Mills Ltth, 
Srinagar. 

5. All-Imlia, Spinners’ Association, Khadi 

bhaiular, Srinagar. 

(i. Shri Gandhi Ashram, Srinagar. 

7. Persian Carpet Factory, Srinagar. 

Shopping Centres: 

1. Kashmir Government Art Emporium, 
Residency Road, Srinagar. 

2. Government Central Market, Exhibition 
(iround, Srinagar. 








5. Government rannerics, ,Sh:iItcng. 

■4. GoveniiHeni |oiiici\ Mill, I'amporc. 
5. 1 lie lUnul, Srinagar. 

(). Residency Road, Siin agar. 

7. Ilari Singh Iligli Stieei, Srinagar. 


(d) Batiks: State Hank of India, Lloyds Hank, 
Punjab National liank, Jammu and Kaslnnii 
Hank and Ibiited Ca)nimeit ial Hank. 



Hospitals: Sliri .Maharaja Ilari Singhji 

Hospital, Siiiiagar; C.M.S. Hospital, Raina- 
wari; Ihe Ghe^t Diseases Ho'.piial, the 


Na i iona 1 


Hospital and tlie (aval WMerinai) 


I L)sj)itai. 


(1) Itiioitaaiioti Cctific: Diiecioiate ol Poui’ 
ism, Jammu and Kashmir (iovci ninent, 
rouiisi Rece[>iion Gentre, Srinagar. 


77 




Tourist Offices, Jammu and Kashmir Government 


1. Directorate of Tourism, 

Jammu and Kashmir Government, 
Tourist Reception Centre, Srinagar. 

2. Tourist Office, 

Jammu and Kashmir Government, 

88, Janpath, New Delhi. 

3. Tourist Office, 

Jammu and Kashmir Government, 

129 Mahatma Gandhi Road, 
Phorozcshah Mehta Building, Bombay. 

4. Tourist Office, 

Jammu and Kashmir Government, 
Station Road, Pathankot. 

5. Tourist Office, 

Jammu and Kashmir Government, 
Residency Road, Jammu. 

6. Tourist Office, 

Jammu and Kashmir Government, 
Pahalgam. 

7. Tourist Office, 

Jammu and Kashmir Government, 
Gulmarg. 

8. Tourist Office, 

Jammu and Kashmir Government, 
Kokarnag. 
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9. Tourist Ofl'ico, 

Jammu and Kashmii' Government, 
Achhabal. 

U). Tourist OHice, 

Jammu and Kashmii' Government, 
Tangmarg. 

11. Tourist Oflice, 

Jammu and Kashmir Government, 
Gandarbal. 

12. Tourist Office, 

Jammu and Kashmir Gov'ernment, 
Sonamarg. 

13. Tourist Office, 

Jammu and Kashmir Government, 
Katrah. 
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In India 


Tklephonk 


1. Government of India Tourist Ofiice, 

123, Queen’s Road, Churchgate, Bombay 242145 and 242144 

2. Government of India Tourist Ofiice, 

13, Old Court House Street, Calcutta 23-2819 and 23-5721 

3. Government of India Tourist Ofiice. 

88, Janpath, New Delhi .. 47057 

4. Government of India Tourist Ofiice, 

5. Government of India Tourist Office, 

35, Mount Road, Madras .. HOQQt) 

The Mall, Agra . . .. 2377 

(1. Government of India Tourist Office, 

Krishna Vilas, Station Road, Aurangabad 17 

7. Government of India Tourist Ofiice, 

15-B, The Mall, Varanasi (Banaras) Cantt. 4139 

8. Government of India Tourist Office, 

2, Andrews Building (Top Floor), 

Mahatma Gandhi Road, Bangalore , , 4505 

9. Government of India Tourist Office, 

Willingdon Island, Cochin . . WDI/45 

10. Government of India Tourist OfFice, 

Ajit Mansions, Nehru Road, 

Darjeeling . . _ 

11. Government of India Tourist Ofiice, 

Rajasthan State Hotel, Jaipur . . 2200 

12. Government of India Tourist Office, 

Plot No. 5, Hamidia Road, Bhopal . . 049 
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